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after the success of its �rst preaching 
conference for priests and deacons, the Liturgical 
Institute welcomed Deacon Owen Cummings 
to lead a second workshop entitled �Profound 
Preaching: Bringing Advent and Christmas to 
Life.� A popular lecturer and proli�c author with 
over  published articles and books, Cummings 
is Regents Professor of Theology at Mount An-
gel Seminary in Oregon.

As part of the Liturgical Institute�s mis-
sion to bring its course offerings beyond the 
borders of its campus, the preaching conference 
was meant to help priests and 
deacons understand the mean-
ing of the feasts and readings of 
Advent and Christmas and be 
able to present those ideas more 
clearly in their preaching. The 
event therefore re�ected the Li-
turgical Institute�s conviction that 
scripture and liturgical celebra-
tion are meant to be understood 
together. In that sense, the event 
was not merely a preaching skills 
workshop, but a short course of 
deep theological re�ection in 
which the Church�s notion of lex 
orandi and lex credendi were seen 
to work together.

Nearly  priests and dea-
cons met at the University of 
Saint Mary of the Lake Confer-
ence Center to hear talks which 
addressed the content of the 
Advent and Christmas readings. Cummings 
asked the participants to consider that preach-
ing combines �information with formation� in 
the context of the liturgy. Liturgy, he said, was 
primary theology, and the proper context of the 
preaching is the liturgy, because �in the liturgy 
God forms us.�

Cummings� sessions began with an intro-
ductory history and theology of Advent and 
Christmas. He then helped participants put the 
Incarnation in its proper context of the Old Tes-

tament prophets.  Afternoon sessions included 
discussion of John the Baptist and the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, followed by a thorough investiga-
tion of certain aspects of the gospels: Matthew�s 
genealogy, Luke�s nativity narratives, and John�s 
notion of the Eternal Word. 

Cummings repeatedly asked participants 
to listen carefully as he read from the Lection-
ary, and to consider their own mission to imitate 
Mary as they give �birth� to Christ by bringing 
Christ to the world through their preaching.

One participant commented that the pre-

sentations �treated the subject matter in a well-
rounded, balanced manner.� Another appreciated 
Deacons Cummings� enthusiasm, recognizing in 
him �a true calling� and labelling him a �gifted 
teacher.�

The Institute will host another preaching 
conference in November of 2007, with the return 
of Fr. Peter Cameron, op, with all new topics. We 
look forward to welcoming priests and deacons 
back to our campus for this exciting and worth-
while event.  

Liturgical Institute Director Fr. Douglas Martis welcomes Deacon Owen Cum-
mings at the Institute’s “Profound Preaching” conference.

  




